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Parish Council Meeting 
Flaunden Village Hall 

Monday 8 January 2024 - 7.45 pm  

MINUTES 

Councillors:  David Imroth (Chairman), Simon Duncan, Taryn McAleer & Elena Moya 
In attendance: Jack Debnam (Clerk), Dacorum Councillors Gbola Adeleke & Stewart Riddick 

18 Members of the Public 

1. Apologies for Absence: 
 Flaunden Parish Councillor Geoff Allen 
 Dacorum Borough Councillors Philip Walker 
 Herts County Councillor Richard Roberts 

2. Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 
 None declared. 

3. Public Open Forum: 
 A question was raised asking whether the fraud claim agenda item 6.1 was covered by the parish council’s 

insurance policy.  This will be investigated by the Clerk. 
 A question was raised regarding illegal dumping which appears to have been taking place at Spring View 

Quarry.  Councillors confirmed as much action as possible is being taken with active discussions continuing between 
Flaunden Parish Council and Herts County & Dacorum Council. 

4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 1021 on Monday 13 November 2023 & Matters Arising 

 The minutes, having been circulated to councillors before the meeting, were approved.  No matters arising. 

5. Matters from the Chair 
 Resignation of Geoff Allen – Flaunden Parish Councillor Geoff Allen has informed the Parish Council he does not 

feel able to devote sufficient time to continue in the role of Parish Councillor with Highways responsibility so has 
announced his intention to resign from the role. 

 A vote of thanks was given for the service Geoff Allen has provided over the duration of his service. 
 Discussion took place to ascertain if any existing councillors wished to change their current responsibilities and 

take on the responsibility for Highways.  No councillors wished to take up this responsibility. 
 The Clerk was instructed to start due process for finding a replacement councillor as soon as a formal 

resignation has been received from Geoff. 

6. Matters from the Clerk 
 To ratify the decision to provide compensation to Geoff Allen of £300 being 50% of the cost of an email scam 

directed at Flaunden PC councillors – this decision was ratified.  The possibility of making an insurance claim will be 
investigated. 

 To discuss a grant application from Flaunden PCC – An application made by Flaunden Parochial Council for a 
grant of £3,331.90 has been received.  The Clerk advised that grants by the council to the expenses of maintaining 
church property were now possible following the clarification of the law in the recently approved Levelling Up Act. 
The total requested comprises 3 categories of expenditure, as follows: 

• Balance of underfunding for roof repairs - £1,540.30 

• Lime tree pollarding - £1,020.00 

• Electrical works following 5 year inspection - £771.60 
The Clerk confirmed that there were sufficient funds available to approve the grant.  
This application was discussed.  It was agreed that the church with its history and architecture forms a key part of 
the character of our village and contributes to the social well-being of the community. The roof repairs are 
considered to be a “one off” cost and related to the tower holding the clock, the pollarding is expenditure similar to 
the general churchyard upkeep already funded by the Parish Council and the electrical work has also been deemed 
to be an occasional expenditure. All expenditure is also related to the safety of those who visit the church and 
grounds. 
The application for making the grant was unanimously approved with the observation that the pollarding of trees 
costs could be seen to be a cost that the council might continue to cover with other churchyard maintenance costs.  
The other two items will be paid just in this one instance. 
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7. Community 
 To receive a report on local community matters –  

• Pancake Race – date set for this is 18 February from 2pm until 3pm.  18 to 20 volunteers are required to 
assist in the organisation of the event. 

• Crime – since the last meeting there has been one crime committed – a burglary of an outhouse which is 
being investigated. 

• D Day Event – councils across the country are being encouraged to mark the 80th D Day Anniversary on 
Thursday 6 June by beacon lighting at 9:15pm and the ringing of church bells at 6:30pm. 

• Summer Event – the weekend following the D Day celebrations has been suggested as being an appropriate 
time to host a fete/fayre event for Flaunden Village.  This will be investigated further. 

8. Environment 
 To receive a report on local environment matters to include gate update: -  

• Hedge Cutting – still to be completed but should be finished by the end of February.  It is planned to 
consider the possibility for the hedges to be cut in November in future. 

• Gate Update – the gatepost on footpath 13 needs replacing.  Agreed for this to take place as part of normal 
budgeted expenditure. 

• Litter Blitz – with the new volunteer village wardens it is unnecessary to have a big village Litter Blitz event 
as in previous years although a focused effort will work on particular blackspots.  It is anticipated around 10 
volunteers will be required for this. 

• Bridleway 1 – it was noted the Hogpits Bottom end of the bridleway is very muddy as rainwater collects at 
the bottom of the hill in that location.  Investigations will be made to see what remedies would be most 
appropriate. 

 Daffodil bulb planting – all 1,000 bulbs have been planted.  Thanks given to Nick Richards, Ivan Inchenko & Ian 
McAleer for planting most of them with volunteer village wardens John Bleakley & Ann Witter completing the task. 

9. Highways 
 To receive a report on local highways matters –  

In the absence of Geoff Allen, the Clerk provided his report. 

• Geoff expressed his gratitude for support provided with regard to the email fraud. 

• Thanks were given to Felicity Copp in relation to the efforts she has taken in trying to get action from 
Buckingham CC to improve the road surface in Flaunden Bottom. 

• The new SID (Speed Indicator Device) will be installed on Flaunden Lane in the spring.  The existing SID will 
be relocated from Hogpits Bottom to the road coming into the village from Chenies just before the Village 
Hall. 

10. Planning 
 Update on current Planning applications/appeals (see list of current applications in Appendix 1) 
 Old Oak – discussion took place regarding the application for a permanent residential caravan site with an 

ancillary element of storage of showpeople's equipment (23/03060/LDE).  
 Springview Quarry - it was noted that a landscaping/waste disposal sign had now been attached to the gate. 

Elena would report this to HCC and Dacorum.  Residents continue to see waste disposal trucks entering and leaving 
the site on a daily basis.  Stewart Riddick informed that he would take this up with Richard Roberts. 

11. Finance:  To consider the following: 
 To receive the report of the Finance Officer – Jack reported on forecast income and expenditure for the year v. 

budget for the year – an overspend of around £1,000 was expected in line with budget.  He explained that some 
£2,000 of the expenditure related to the new SID and qualified as CIL funds, so could be taken from CIL reserves.  
The forecast did not include the grant to cover church maintenance costs approved earlier in the meeting.  

 To ratify receipts & payments made since the last meeting – a list having been circulated it was unanimously 
agreed to ratify the receipts and payments. 

 To approve the budget for 2024-25 – approved 
 To approve the precept request for 2024-25 - approved 

12. To invite reports from attending County and Borough Councillors 
Stewart Riddick  

• Applauded clear & concise planning summaries from Flaunden Parish Council. 

13. If required, to consider passing a resolution in the following terms: 
Exclusion of the public. That under S 4 (A) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 the public be 
excluded during the item(s) in Part II of the agenda for this meeting, because it is likely, in view of the nature of the 
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business to be transacted, that if members of the public were present during these items there would be 
disclosure to them of exempt information relating to issues in the Parish. – not required 

 

Meeting closed at 9:07 p.m. 

 

 

Signed:   Chair ………………………………………………………………… 

Date:  ………………………………………………………………… 

 

Proposed PC Meeting Dates – those in italics are optional and will only take place if deemed necessary by the Chair 

Month Date  Time Venue  

February Monday 12th  19.45 Village Hall OPTIONAL 

March Monday 11th 19.45 Village Hall  

April Monday 15th  19.45 Village Hall OPTIONAL 

May APCM (and APM) Friday 17th  20.00 Village Hall  
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Planning Update: January 2024 

 
Planning applications granted 
 

Reference N° Site Address Proposal 
Council 
Decision 

22/02667/DRC  

Sharlowes Farm, 
Flaunden, Flaunden 
Hemel Hempstead  
HP3 0PP 

Details as required by condition 6 (LLFA) attached to 
planning permission 20/00974/FUL (Part demolition of 
building B and full demolition of buildings C, D, E, F & 
G. Construction of four detached dwellings and 1 
detached garage.) 

Granted on 
11 November 
2023 

23/02770/TCA 

Little Sharlowes, 
Flaunden, Flaunden, 
Hemel Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PP 

Fell tree 

Granted - 
raise no 
objection  
(12 Dec 
2023) 

22/02772/ROC 

Sharlowes Farm, 
Flaunden 
Flaunden 
Hemel Hempstead  
HP3 0PP 

Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans); 3 
(materials); 4 (hard & soft landscaping); 7 
(remediation statement) attached to planning 
permission 20/00974/FUL (Part demolition of building 
B and full demolition of buildings C, D, E, F & G. 
Construction of four detached dwellings and 1 
detached garage.) 

Granted on 
19 December 
2023 
 

22/02772/ROC 
 
RE-
CONSULTATION 

Sharlowes Farm, 
Flaunden 
Flaunden 
Hemel Hempstead  
HP3 0PP 

Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans); 3 
(materials); 4 (hard & soft landscaping); 7 
(remediation statement) attached to planning 
permission 20/00974/FUL (Part demolition of building 
B and full demolition of buildings C, D, E, F & G. 
Construction of four detached dwellings and 1 
detached garage.) 
 

Amended plans received: deadline for comment 
Friday, 10 November 2023 

Granted on 
19 December 
2023 
 

23/02793/NMA  

Sharlowes Farm, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PP 

Non-material amendment to planning permission 
4/01760/19/FUL (Demolition of building a & part of 
building b and the construction of a pair of semi-
detached Dwellings.)  

Granted on 
20 December 
2023 

 
Planning applications/Appeals refused 
 

Reference N° Site Address Proposal 
Inspectorate/ 
Council 
Decision 

APPEAL: 
APP/A1910/W/23/3316011 
 

22/01286/FUL 
23/00011/REFU 

Sharlowes 
Farmhouse, 
Flaunden, Flaunden, 
Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts., HP3 0PP 

Demolition of Outbuilding and the erection 
of a new detached house and garage 

Appeal 
Dismissed on  
10 November 
2023 

 
Enforcement Breaches Resolved 
 

Enforcement Ref. 
N° 

Site Address Nature of Breach/Complaint 
Council 
Decision 

E/23/00410/BOC 

Newlands 
Hogpits Bottom, Flaunden 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
HP3 0QB 

Breach of condition 4 of 22/03380/FHA. 

Breach resolved 
(annex vacated 
– 8 December 
2023) 
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PENDING Planning Applications 
 

Reference N° Site Address Proposal PC Response 

23/00338/DRC 

Hollins Hall, 
Bragmans Lane, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PL 

Details as required by condition 2 (WSOI) attached to 
planning permission 22/01992/FHA and 22/01993/LBC 
(Internal and external alterations, structural repairs to 
the buildings, re-roofing works, overhauling of rainwater 
installation, replacement of mechanical and electrical 
installations, repair and overhaul of joinery including 
windows and doors on a like for like basis.) 

No comment 

23/00769/DRC 

Hollins Hall, 
Bragmans Lane, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PL 

Details as required by condition 8 (Structural details) 
attached to planning permission 22/01992/FHA 
(Internal and external alterations, structural repairs to 
the buildings, re-roofing works, overhauling of rainwater 
installation, replacement of mechanical and electrical 
installations, repair and overhaul of joinery including 
windows and doors on a like for like basis. 

No comment 

23/01795/FUL 

Annapurna, 
Hogpits Bottom, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PX 

Construction of two detached dwellings. Existing 
consent 21/02260/Ful comprises one four bedroom 
chalet bungalow and one three bedroom single story 
dwelling. Additional detailed survey information 
showing existing levels has resulted in an amendment 
to the design. 

Objected to 
increased 
height//design 
(sent 21 August 
2023) 
 

23/01865/ROC 

Wingfield Studio, 
126 Flaunden, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PL 

Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans), 4 (Obscure 
Glazing) and 5 (CS29 Tree Planting) attached to 
Planning permission 22/03310/FUL - Change of use 
from Class B1 © light industrial to C3 residential 
 
 

Leave decision 
to Planning 
Case Officer 

23/01795/FUL 
 
RE-
CONSULTATION 

Annapurna, 
Hogpits Bottom, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PX 

Construction of two detached dwellings. Existing 
consent 21/02260/Ful comprises one four bedroom 
chalet bungalow and one three bedroom single story 
dwelling. Additional detailed survey information 
showing existing levels has resulted in an amendment 
to the design. 
 

Additional information received 23 August 2023 

Re-consultation 
re landscaping – 
FPC’s 
comments not 
required 

23/01795/FUL 
 
RE-
CONSULTATION 

Annapurna, 
Hogpits Bottom, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PX 

Construction of two detached dwellings. Existing 
consent 21/02260/Ful comprises one four bedroom 
chalet bungalow and one three bedroom single story 
dwelling. Additional detailed survey information 
showing existing levels has resulted in an amendment 
to the design. 
 

Additional information received 3 October 2023 

Requested that 
specific 
conditions be 
applied (sent 28 
October 2023) 

23/02640/FUL 

Bag End, Hogpits 
Bottom, Flaunden, 
Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts HP3 0PX 

Change of use of the ancillary pool house building to 
create a 2no. bedroom dwelling. 
 

Objection sent 
on 23 November 
2023 

23/02768/DRC 

Land At Birch Lane 
To Side Of Annexe 
Of 96/97 Flaunden, 
Flaunden, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PT 

Details as required by condition 22 (External Materials) 
and condition 23 (Land Contamination) attached to 
planning permission 20/01889/FUL 
(APP/A1910/W/22/3294485 (New Dwelling)). 

Email seeking 
Conservation 
Officer's view on 
both matters 
raised (sent on 3 
December 2023) 
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Reference N° Site Address Proposal PC Response 

23/03060/LDE 

The Old Oak 
Hogpits Bottom 
Flaunden 
Hemel Hempstead 
Hertfordshire 
HP3 0PX 

Permanent residential caravan site with an ancillary 
element of storage of showpeople's equipment  

  

Pending Appeals 
 

Appeal Ref. N° Site Address Proposal PC Response 

APP/A1910/C/22/3290614 
 

22/00004/ENFORC 
E/21/00041/NPP 
 

DATE OF INQUIRY 
Tuesday, 23 April 2024 at 
10:00  
(The Forum, Dacorum) 

The Old Oak, 
Hogpits Bottom, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, 
Hertfordshire  
HP3 0PX 

Without planning permission, the material 
change of use of the land from the 
storage of fairground equipment and a 
wood chopping/firewood business to a 
mixed use of wood chopping/fire wood 
business and the siting of a mobile 
home/caravan for residential purposes 

PC’s comments 
on Enforcement 
Appeal 
submitted in 
March 2022 

 
Enforcement Notices 
 

Enforcement Ref. 
N° 

Site Address Nature of Breach/Complaint 
Council 
Decision 

E/22/00039/MULTI 

Zighy & Buttercup Barns 
(Barn A), Birch Lane, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. HP3 0PT 

Not in accordance with the approved 
plans (20/00089/FUL) and extension of 
residential curtilage 
 

Type: multiple breaches 

Pending 
consideration 

E/22/00134/MISC 

The Old Oak 
Hogpits Bottom 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts HP3 0PX 

Changes To Ground Levels 
 

Type: miscellaneous 

Pending 
consideration  

E/23/00168/NPP 

Flaunden House Stables, 
Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts  
HP3 0PW 

Unauthorised conversions of barns to 
dwelling houses 
 

Type: No planning permission 

Pending 
consideration 

E/23/00411/BOC 
100 Flaunden, Flaunden 
Hemel Hempstead,  
Herts HP3 0PW 

Breach of condition 4 of 22/03380/FHA 
Pending 
consideration 

E/23/00493/NPP 

Spring View Farm, Flaunden 
Hill, Flaunden, Hemel 
Hempstead, Hertfordshire 
HP3 0PR 

Nature of Breach: Temporary building and 
plant stored on land at Springview Quarry. 
 
Type: No Planning Permission 

Pending 
consideration 

 
 
 
 
As at 1 January 2024 

 


