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Parish Council Meeting 
Flaunden Village Hall 

Monday 6 February 2023 - 7.45 p.m.  

MINUTES 

Councillors:  David Imroth (Chairman), Simon Duncan, Taryn McAleer, Elena Moya 
In attendance: John Newman – (deputising for Geoff Allen in a non-official capacity). Dacorum Councillors Stewart 

Riddick and Gbola Adeleke. Jack Debnam (Clerk) 
6 Members of the Public 

The Chairman welcomed John Newman, who has agreed to cover Highways matters while Geoff Allen was abroad. 

1. Apologies for Absence: 
 Geoff Allen 

2. Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests: 
No new interests were declared.   

3. Public Open Forum: 
 One of the attending ladies had sent out an open invitation to the village asking for ideas to save the 

environment but had to report only one response. The lady announced that, nevertheless, she had her own plans to 
open her garden to local children who would be invited to attend gardening sessions to learn about vegetable and 
flower planting and other useful ways to contribute to a greener environment. 

 The overhanging trees along Flaunden Bottom were mentioned again.  It was noted that Highways had been 
advised of these in the past and were aware of the situation. John Newman would see if he could encourage some 
further response from Highways. 

 It was reported that the new gate at the far end of the playing fields was not closing properly. 

 There was a request to plan an official thank you to our now retired Postman Alan. The Clerk agreed to co-
ordinate a public collection and Simon D would organise a presentation during the Village Coronation event. 

4. Approval of Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 1014 on Monday, 9 January 2023 & Matters Arising 

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 1014 of 9 January 2023, having been circulated to councillors before the 
meeting, were unanimously approved and signed by the Chairman.  There were no matters arising. 

5. Matters from the Chair 
 Multiple Planning Applications – David reported that the meeting with our MP has been rescheduled for 23rd 

February in Westminster. 

 Youth activities – David has spoken with Leo who has kindly agreed to judge and have a winner accompany him 
on a photo shoot as one of the prizes. Work in progress. 

 Financial Support for the church - The PCC has to find some £8,000 towards essential repairs to Flaunden 
Church roof and has asked the Parish Council if it could assist with some financial support.  The Chair showed a 
presentation that detailed some of the difficulties of conflicting legislation that surrounds the ability of Councils to 
offer grants relating to the maintenance of buildings for religious purposes. There would seem to be an opportunity 
to provide some help under s137(1) of the Local Government Act 1972, provided Councillors can be satisfied that the 
church building gives a benefit unconnected with its religious purpose to a wider section of the community. S137 
support is subject to a statutory limit, which this year amounts to around £2,400, £900 of which is already 
committed relating to the maintenance of the church grounds and the church clock.  

After some discussion, IT WAS AGREED that “Councillors are willing to support the PCC financially provided that it is 
legal to do so”. Proposed Simon Duncan, Seconded Elena Moya. 

Gbola suggested that it could be worth speaking to Graham Barratt at Bovingdon PC as they were able to offer 
financial support to St Lawrence’s church. 

6. Matters from the Clerk 
 To approve a Data Protection and Privacy Policy. IT WAS AGREED that the Data Protection and Privacy Policy as 

circulated to all councillors before the meeting be adopted. Proposed Simon Duncan, Seconded Taryn McAleer. 
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 It was decided to change the date of the April meeting to Wednesday 12 April to avoid the Easter Bank Holiday. 

7. Community 
 To receive a report on local community matters –  

a. Crime Reporting - Simon reported a blissful absence of crime in Flaunden but was disappointed to hear 
from Taryn that the BT Phone Box door had been stolen the previous evening. Taryn confirmed the theft 
had been reported to the Police. 

b. Simon had earlier passed to the Clerk a link to Dacorum’s Help on the Cost of Living web pages and he 
asked if it could be added to the Flaunden.com website. Clerk to arrange. 

c. A National Lottery grant application is being made to help fund the village Coronation Celebrations  

8. Environment 
 Arrangements for the Village Litter Blitz are in hand. There has been no response from Dacorum contacts re 

litter pickers and bags – Gbola offered to pass on requests and Steward Riddick offered the email address of the 
senior officer in charge. 

 IT WAS AGREED To fund the cost of one green bin for the church. Proposed Taryn McAleer, Seconded Simon 
Duncan 

 To receive a report on local environment matters. 

a. Taryn reported on the stolen door for the BT Phone Box. She has contacted BT to agree that it needs to be 
repaired but says that it could take up to a year. Taryn has mentioned that it needs a repaint and that 
glass panels are missing. BT will arrange an inspection. 

b. Hedges to the sides of BW1 (Hogpits to the Church) and FP16 (Hogpits to Venus Hill) had been 
dramatically cut back at a cost of £120. 

c. The failed paths adjacent to the entry gates at the playing fields have now been properly surfaced 
following a request to Dacorum. 

d. A member from the public expressed gratitude to Dacorum for their impressive response in clearing the 
appalling incident of fly tipping at her property during the previous week. Stewart Riddick has personally 
followed the matter up with the department involved. 

9. Highways 
 To receive a report on local highways matters: 

a. John reported Bags of salt/grit are available in Old Cottage drive. 

b. Dacorum confirms that the black building fencing bordering the Sharlowes Farm Development is 
temporary and details of the eventual hedgerow/fence will be provided when available. 

c. John reported on Geoff Allen’s research on the purchase of 30mph stickers for wheelie bins for all houses 
in the village. Research shows that these form a powerful and effective deterrent to speeding.  Potential 
cost £345 for 500. No proposal was made.  

d. Regarding the continuing Bucks Road problem John suggested that villagers report faults to Bucks at: 
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk- Parking, roads and transport - Road maintenance & repairs such that their 
fault map becomes covered with flags. 

e. John commented that the entire length of Deadmans Ash Lane in Sarratt (which appears to be within the 
remit of Herts Highways) has now been resurfaced to a high standard.  It should be noted that the traffic 
load there is considerably less than that along Flaunden Lane and Birch Lane which are in a worse state 
than Deadmans Ash and take much more traffic! 

f. The change of name agreed with Herts Highways some years ago of Smoothing Iron Lane to Old Church 
Road seems to have escaped Herts Highways staff. Their response to a fault reported by FPC was 
“Unfortunately, the location of your report is not on a maintainable part of the Highway and it does not 
affect a public road, footway or cycleway.”. The Clerk reported that the owner of the Knoll has recently 
discovered that the change of name to Old Church Road had not been carried through within Highways 
and, with the assistance of the Clerk, was in the process of trying to rectify the matter. It was noted that 
that the fault in question had, in any event, since been repaired by the council. 

g. Speed limits throughout the village.  John reported that the National Campaign 20’s Plenty For Us is 



Minute No 1015 
FLAUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 

© Flaunden Parish Council   Page 3 of 5 

ongoing and, in January, 20’s Plenty for Herts held a zoom session for Parish and Town Councillors.  It was 
a well-attended event which promoted their Parish and Town Council 20mph initiative. John has asked 
Geoff to continue following this initiative.  

10. Planning 
 Update on current Planning applications/appeals Elena provided an update on current Planning 

applications/appeals (see appendix 1). 

  Enforcement C/23/00025/NAP - Erection of temporary fencing has been closed. Dacorum confirm the fencing 
is within the curtilage of the property. 

  Appeal ref:  APP/A1910/W/22/3296310  Honeysuckle Barn, Birch Lane, Flaunden, Hertfordshire HP3 0PT - 
Hearing that was due to take place on Thursday, 2 February is being postponed. The Planning Inspectorate have 
concluded that the two appeals (VAR Appeal ref: APP/A1910/Q/21/3292021 and the ROC Appeal ref: 
APP/A1910/W/22/3296310) should be dealt with together. A new hearing date is awaited. 

11. Finance:  
 To receive the report of the Finance Officer – Nothing reported. 

12. To invite reports from attending County and Borough Councillors 
 The Borough Councillors present had nothing special to report. 

13. If required, to consider passing a resolution in the following terms 
 This was unnecessary. 

 

Meeting closed at 9:02 p.m. 

 

Signed:   ………………………………………………………………… 

Date:  ………………………………………………………………… 

 

Proposed PC Meeting Dates 

Month Date  Time Venue 

March Monday 6th  19:45 Village Hall 

April Wednesday 12th 19:45 Village Hall 

May 2022 APCM (and APM) Friday 19th  20.00 Village Hall 
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