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FLAUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Virtual Meeting by Zoom 

Monday 9 November 2020 - 7.30 p.m.  

 
MINUTES 

 
Councillors: Vivienne Adams (VA) (Chairman), John Newman (JN), Diane Wass (DW), Pam Esom (PE), 

Herts C Cllr Richard Roberts, Dacorum Cllr. Gbola Adeleke (GA), 
Attendees:   Jack Debnam (JD) (Clerk) and 11 Members of the Public 

 
1. Apologies for Absence:  

1.1. Cllr. Jill Saunders (JS), Dacorum Cllrs Stewart Riddick (SR), Graham Barratt (GB).  

2. Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:   

2.1. None received.   

3. Public Questions:    

3.1. None initially but at the end of the meeting, a member asked if the council and county councillors were 
aware of recent incidents when Openreach had temporarily closed roads, announced a 15 minute closure and 
then blocked access for two hours or so. RR commented that utility companies had powers to close access in 
cases of emergency and he felt that this ability could get over-used. 

4. Approval of Minutes:  

4.1. The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 7 September 2020, having been circulated to councillors before 
the meeting, were approved.    

5. Matters Arising:  

5.1. No matters arising that would not be covered later in the meeting. 

6. Report of the Chair  

6.1. VA reported on a good response to the Remembrance Gathering at the Tommy Silhouette by the Village Hall. 
Some 60 villagers had attended.  The council will consider repeating this event combined with a church 
service in future years. 

7. Clerk’s Report 

7.1. JD reported on latest NALC advice to hold parish meetings as virtual meetings and to give discretion not to 
hold the Annual Parish Meeting (which has to be held in person). 

7.2. Meeting agreed to adopt the Procedure and Risk Assessment for Physical Meetings as circulated. 

7.3. JD reported on progress with Flaunden FTTP (Fibre to the Property) and introduced Ian McAleer, who has 
agreed to head up a small committee to progress the application. Ian provided an overview of the likely 
process based on the experience of a recent successful application on the outskirts of the village.  
51 properties had agreed to join the application.  

8. Environment (JD Delivered JS report in her absence) 

8.1. JS reported the mowing of grass on the footpaths after some delays caused by the Covid-19 restraints. 

8.2. JS is still awaiting a response from contractors regarding the proposed clearing of the overgrown hedge on 
FP11.  This is a major task and JS will arrange for a quotation. JS 

8.3. The hedge near High Hedges will be cut and the owners have agreed to cover the cost. 

8.4. Cutting of the hedge at the Church corner has been commissioned and is waiting on the contractor. 

8.5. Deterioration of the ‘sand track’ from Hollins Hall to the Observatory – JS investigating likely cost and 
opportunities for assistance with the cost from Dacorum. JS 

8.6. JS reported on the poor state of the finger post outside Crossways. Council agreed that JD/JS should look at 
cost of restoration rather than replacement. JD reported that the owners of Acorn Cottage (formerly 
Wychways) had offered to restore the white finger post revealed after they cut the corner hedge.  JD/JS 

8.7. There followed discussion on the increasing problem of overhanging hedges on Chenies Hill (‘The Cresta 
Run’). RR pointed out that the responsibility for hedges lies with the landowners and it was possible that the 
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work might just have been delayed due to the difficulties of current restrictions. Highways can get involved if 
the problem gets out of hand. 

9. Highways 

9.1. JN was pleased to report that the unnamed road from the Church to the Observatory has now been officially 
named ‘Old Church Lane’. JN is researching the cost of a road sign, current quotes suggest a cost of £300. 

9.2. JN reported on the flooding in Birch Lane opposite Flaunden Stables (‘The Moat’ according to JN).  RR said 
that he had not heard of this particular problem and urged that he be involved at an early stage in such 
matters so that he could press for action. Action to rectify this may depend on the cause, which could be just 
to clear the drains or to reinstate drainage, the latter involving substantially greater cost.  RR reported a £15k 
fund for repairing such matters in the County in 2021, part of which might be dedicated to the ‘Lido’ problem 
at the entrance to Old Church Lane.  

9.3. VA again raised the problem of poor road surface from Flaunden Bottom to Latimer. RR reminded the 
meeting that he has asked Herts Highways that the Beach is addressed at the same time as Flaunden Bottom 
is upgraded.  He remains optimistic regarding the start date for the works and promised an update shortly. RR 

10. Community 

10.1. DA reported a sudden rise in criminal activity after a pleasing lack of problems recently. 5 incidents have been 
reported around the Flaunden area. The persistent MO of such burglary incidents is to enter a property from 
the rear after gaining access through a side-gate. DA urged residents to take sensible small steps such bolting 
side entrances. 

11. Planning 

PE reported on the following recent applications: 

11.1. 20/02742/FHA - “Pagets”, Flaunden Lane. Planning granted October 

11.2. 20/02908/TCA - 110, Flaunden   Fell Ash Tree.  Granted – tree was diseased. 

11.3. 20/03219/DRC - Barn A Flaunden House Stables. Details as required by Condition 2 (Materials) & 8 (Hard and 
soft landscaping) of planning permission 20/00089/FUL – This application is to remove a ‘hedge’ that is 
claimed to be diseased, but which in fact is a stand of mature trees. FPC are objecting and requesting an 
arboreal investigation to establish the facts. 

11.4. 20/01889/FUL - 94, Birch Lane, Flaunden. Amendments to the original application - PC recommended refusal 
– decision awaited. 

11.5. 20/03345/FUL- 2 New houses Honeysuckle Barn, Birch Lane, Flaunden House Stables. This is a very recent 
application and still to be considered by the planning committee. Members from the floor pointed out that 
this is a complex application, which includes changes to previous assurances and seeks to override previous 
decisions. Council approved involvement of a planning consultant (for which a budget is available) - Pam to 
arrange. Several individuals offered their help to the committee. PE 

12. Finance 

Documents and schedules had been circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.  Copies were displayed to 
the meeting as the proposals were considered.  JN was proposer for all resolutions in this section. 

12.1. It Was Resolved that the Council ratifies receipts and payments made since the last meeting as schedule. 

12.2. JD reported on income and expenditure to date against budget and predicted a surplus for the year.  No grant 
applications yet from the Village Hall Committee. 

12.3. JD presented a statement of reserves and a statement of income and expenditure to date against budget.  

13. County and Borough Councillors 

13.1. RR asked about the loss of the annual PPP grant of £1,000 and enquired how the council would cope in 
future. It was agreed that the expenditure on parish paths was likely to be affected to the detriment of the 
locality and RR agreed to investigate why the subsidy had ceased and whether something might be done to 
replace it. RR 

13.2. RR then reported on current activities of the County Council including the council involvement with the 
provision of school meals for children, a welcome for the current government announcement for support of 
free meals during the school holidays, and a budget of £3.5m for the voluntary sector.  

13.3. RR reported that Care Homes appeared to be faring better than at the outset of the pandemic. Infections 
were still occurring, but the situation seems under control with no major flare-ups. 
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13.4. The County Council is gearing up for a vaccination process in December with hospitals, care staff and care 
homes. 

14. Future meetings 

14.1. No matters were offered for future meetings.  

14.2. Dates were agreed as below. 

15. Exclusion of the Public 

15.1. Resolution not required. 

 

Meeting closed 20:25. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair ------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

2020 PC Meeting Dates 
Month Date  Time Venue 

January  Monday 18 19.30 TBA 

March (if required) Monday 8 19.30 TBA 

April  Monday 19 19.30 TBA 

May Annual Parish Meeting 
and AMPC 

Friday 14 20.00 Flaunden Village Hall (subject to Gov guidance) 

July Monday 12 19.30 TBA 

September Monday 20 19.30 TBA 

November  Monday 15 19.30 TBA 

 


