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FLAUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Flaunden Church Room 

Monday 6 December - 7.30 p.m.  

 
MINUTES 

 
Councillors: Vivienne Adams (Chairman), Elena Moya, Jill Saunders, Geoff Allen 
Attendees:   Jack Debnam (Clerk), Andy Boniface (Chair of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Committee) 

9 Members of the Public 
 
1. Apologies for Absence:  

 Cllr Diane Wass, Dacorum Borough Cllrs Graham Barratt, Stewart Riddick and Gbola Adeleke, and County 
Cllr Richard Roberts.  

2. Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:   

 None received. 

3. Public Questions:    

 The problem of cleaning the layby opposite the Old Chapel was raised again and Colin Gurney, Village 
Warden, agreed to take care of it. 

4. Approval of Minutes and Matters Arising:  

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 1 November 2021, having been circulated to councillors 
before the meeting, were approved.    

 The Clerk reported a correction advised by Jacqui Sander of 94 Flaunden Lane that section 3.1 should 
read “…vehicles including that of the tenant of 94 Birch Lane…” and not the “owner”.  

5. Chair: 

 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Vivienne confirmed that the date for the event had been agreed as 4 June 
2022.She then handed over to Andy Boniface, chair of the Jubilee event committee, who reported on the 
current state of arrangements.  

It was confirmed that the event was being organised under the control of the Parish Council and the 
Clerk confirmed that insurance cover would be in place. All funds and expenditure would be accounted 
for to the Clerk and all receipts and payments would be through the Parish bank account. The Clerk 
confirmed that VAT relief would be available for expenditure unless services were provided on a 
commercial basis (e.g. the planned barbecue food).  

Andy will request confirmation of the availability of the playing field for the event and will provide a 
financial budget to the Clerk in due course. 

6. Clerk: 

 Remembrance Sunday – The Clerk initiated a discussion on the format of the Gathering at the Village 
Hall. He wondered if it was right that the event should have an overtly Christian theme given that 
villagers who preferred a religious service had the opportunity of attending the earlier event at the 
church. This prompted a lively discussion with views on both sides. The Clerk summed up the discussion 
as agreeing that it might be better to make the Remembrance gathering at the Village Hall secular in 
future, while acknowledging that this could disappoint some in the Church community. Format of 
Remembrance at the VH in 2022 to be agreed nearer the time. It was agreed that the provision of 
refreshments this year had been a welcome innovation. The Clerk promised to contact Rev. Peggy to 
explain the reasons for the discussion.  

It was reported that collections at the event and at the church had raised £314.88 for the Royal British 
Legion, and that local collections (including Bovingdon) amounted to £5,269. 

 CIL spending – The idea of erecting a brazier to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee was raised 
and Andy Boniface agreed to investigate and report at the next meeting. 

 CCTV at the Village Hall – the clerk reported a request from the Village Hall for a grant to pay for 
installation of CCTV to cover all sides of the hall. The security would allow monitoring to discourage 
increasing drug use and other problems in the car park, and to provide surveillance of the assets at the 
front of the hall and the children’s play area. Andy Boniface has researched two quotations for 
comprehensive CCTV, the lower of which amounted to £2,180 plus VAT. The Clerk would check if this 
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could be a project for the CIL funds and present a proposal at the next meeting. Andy will research the 
possibility of linking remote cameras in the village for additional security and to deter fly tipping. 

 IT Support - The Clerk raised the subject of IT support for councillors. It was agreed that a budget be 
created for small computer/tablet expenditure in 2022-23.  

 Meeting dates – The Clerk asked if Wednesday might be a better day for meetings given the possible 
clash with Bovingdon. The day was found not to be convenient for all councillors.  

7. Environment  

 Replacement bench Queen’s Jubilee bench - Geoff confirmed that a bench had been commissioned and 
the cost would include installation and removal of the old bench. It was agreed that a plaque would be 
ordered to bear the same or similar text to the original bench inscription. Jill confirmed that the 
damaged engraved panels from the old bench had been recovered during the litter pick. 

 Queen’s Green Canopy: The Village Hall Committee has met with a Dacorum representative dealing with 
greening of the borough who was enthusiastic about plans for the area next to the Village Hall and who 
has offered his support. The Hall Committee are planning to commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee in 2022 
by creating a wildflower meadow next to the Village Hall and planting of a Rowan tree. Wildflower turf 
can be purchased at favourable rates from Dacorum. The Clerk will seek a grant to fund the purchase of 
the tree and a metal guard to protect from vandal damage. Jill agreed to arrange purchase of the tree. 

 Plantation Wood – Jill reported on a meeting held with Alex Michaels, the new owner of a section of 
Plantation Wood. Mr Michaels has shared his plans to enhance the wood and will provide an article for 
the Flaunden Flyer so that villagers will be able to read of developments. 

 Birch Lane hedges – cutting of the hedge along Birch Lane and next to Flaunden House Stables land has 
been arranged but delayed by illness of the contractor. 

 Footpaths – the meeting discussed the current state of village footpaths with comments being received 
of poor surface along the well-used Bridleway 1 and the long-overdue cut-back of vegetation along the 
footpath from Black Ditch Lane up to the playing field. Jill maintained that the ground was now too wet 
to allow work in the horse field next to the footpath and that the illness of the contractor would further 
delay progress. Jack observed that the encroaching vegetation had been a long-term problem with no 
sign of a solution. He commented that there had been no spending on footpath surface maintenance for 
three years. Jill would continue to keep the state of footpaths in hand. Jill to contact Sarratt, Chipperfield 
and Bovingdon to find available contractors to do the work. 

 Fly tipping – there has been a repeat of fly tipping on Flaunden Hill near the quarry, which seems to be a 
regular site for this nuisance. Clerk to reconsider acquisition of a portable camera to monitor the site. 

8. Highways  

 Road salt has been received. Geoff will draft a village email for Diane W to send out.  

9. Planning 

 Elena provided a Powerpoint presentation of current planning issues and recent decisions by Dacorum. 

 Sharlowes Farm, Flaunden (21/02285/DRC) 
Details as Required by Condition 6 (Drainage Scheme) Attached to Planning Permission 20/00974/FUL 
(Part demolition of building B and full demolition of buildings C, D, E, F & G. Construction of four 
detached dwellings and 1 detached garage) 
Application withdrawn: 30 November 2021 

 Flaunden House Stables, Flaunden (21/03561/VAR) 
Deed of Variation to S106 agreement relating to 4/03481/15/MFA 
With Planning Case Officer 

 Oak Tree Farm, Flaunden Hill, Flaunden (21/03866/LDE) 
Retention of existing mobile home 
Awaiting final decision 

 Honeysuckle Barn, Birch Lane (Enforcement ref: E/19/00482/NAP) 
Raising of roof, conversion of barn to residential use and change to fenestration.  
Pending consideration – not in accordance with approved plans. 

 Honeysuckle Barn, Birch Lane (Appeal ref: APP/A1910/W/21/3274202) 
Raising of roof, conversion of barn to residential use and change to fenestration.  
Not yet decided 

 Little Shantock, Flaunden Lane (Fast Track Appeal ref: APP/A1910/D/21/3276025) 
Raised roof with front and rear dormers. Single storey part side and rear extension. New porch and 
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altered levels to side and rear garden with new hard standing to front.  
Not yet decided 

 Honeysuckle Barn, Birch Lane (Fast Track Appeal ref: APP/A1910/D/21/3282270) 
Alterations to an existing dwelling involving raising the roof and changes to the fenestration. 
Not yet decided 

 Honeysuckle Barn, Birch Lane (21/04414/ROC) 
Removal of condition 9 (occupation of dwelling conditions) attached to planning permission 
4/03481/15/MFA (Conversion of existing agricultural barn to form a 4 bed detached dwelling; conversion 
of existing agricultural barn to form a 2 bed detached dwelling with manager's office; single storey rear 
extension to coach house; and refurbishment and improvement of existing stables.  
Deadline for comments: Thursday, 16 December 2021 

It was agreed that the PC recommend refusal 

 Barn A, Flaunden Stables, Birch Lane, Flaunden, Hertfordshire HP3 0PT (21/04454/ROC) 
Variation of Condition 3 (Materials) Attached to Planning Permission 21/00365/FUL (Raising of roof, 
Change of roof pitch, Conversion of barn to residential use and changes to fenestration. Repositioning of 
tree planting screen.) 
Deadline for comments: Monday, 20 December 2021 

It was agreed that the PC would leave the decision to the Planning Case Officer and not comment on 
this application. 

10. Finance 

Documents and schedules had been circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting. Copies were displayed to 
the meeting as the proposals were considered.   

 The draft precept request was explained and approved.  The final version will be presented at the 
January meeting. 

11. County and Borough Councillors 

 No borough or county councillors present. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.35 p.m. 

 

 

Signed: Chair 

Forthcoming PC Meeting Dates 

 
Month Date  Time Venue 

January 2022 Monday 10th 19.30 Church Hall 

February 2022 Monday 14th 19.30 Church Hall 

March 2022  Monday 14th  19.30 Church Hall 

April 2022 Monday 11th  19.30 Church Hall 

May 2022 APM and APCM Friday 20th 20.00 Village Hall 

 


