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FLAUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Flaunden Church Room 

Monday 20 September - 7.30 p.m.  

 
MINUTES 

 
Councillors: Vivienne Adams (Chairman), Elena Moya, Jill Saunders, Diane Wass, Geoff Allen 

 
Attendees:   Jack Debnam (Clerk), Dacorum Borough Cllr Stewart Riddick, Dacorum Borough Cllr G Adeleke, 8 Members 
of the Public 
 
1. Apologies for Absence:  

 Herts County Cllr Richard Roberts,  

2. Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:   

 None received.   

3. Public Questions:    

 The issue of potentially dangerous trees along Chenies Hill was raised again.  Diane Wass offered to 
investigate whether help can be found from the utility companies, who it is thought will attend to trees if 
near electricity pylons.  

 The dire state of Glendale Farm was raised again. Elena will report the abandoned caravan request a ‘Tidy 
Notice’ from Dacorum. She will also notify Dacorum of the presence of Ragwort in the area. Cllr Riddick 
advised that the enforcement office at Dacorum had been reduced to 1 officer recently and was now 
operating with temporary staff to recover from a backlog of over 400 cases.   

 The poor state of bridleways and footpaths was discussed, and Jill offered to consult with concerned 
parishioners after the meeting.  It was thought that the specific paths mentioned were probably not in our 
parish. 

4. Approval of Minutes:  

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 12 July 2021, having been circulated to councillors before the 
meeting, were approved.    

5. Matters Arising:  

 No matters arising. 

6. Chair: 

 Vivienne reported that she had convened a meeting with representatives of local Flaunden groups to discuss 
celebrations for the Queen’s platinum jubilee in 2022. A provisional date had been fixed of Saturday June 4th 
for a village event. 

7. Clerk: 

 Jack has researched battery powered CCTV cameras to deter or identify fly-tippers. These can cost around 
£45 each but, having looked at the history of fly-tipping, there seemed to be no discernable pattern in the 
sites and JD felt that the effort of maintaining the cameras given the unlikeliness of success in capturing 
useful images could not be justified. Councillors agreed. 

8. Environment  

 Replacement Jubilee Bench: Jill is researching the possibility of obtaining a bench from RoughStuff, the group 
at Bovingdon prison and she agreed to circulate a photograph of the type of benches they can supply. Geoff 
Allen reported that he had a contact at RoughStuff and he would see if he could broker a deal with them.  

 Overgrown borders on paths and bridleways: Jill reported that, in the interests of road safety, she planned 
to ask Roger Pritchard to trim the hedges along Flaunden Lane as usual as the owners will not pay for this. 
After discussion, it was agreed that the cutting be extended to the first 50 yards or so along Birch Lane as the 
corner from the Bricklayers into Birch Lane can be dangerous without good sightlines. Jack confirmed the cost 
was within the usual budget. 

 Autumn Litter Blitz has been confirmed for 6 November 2021. Jack will provide his trailer. 

 Tree Thinning Work to Commence: Jill reported that extensive tree thinning work is due to start in the 
Baldwins Wood complex and that villagers and horse riders should expect significant disruption in that area.  
Jill will draft a note to be put out on the Village Notice Board. 
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 Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Canopy: After discussion it was agreed that Jill will research the cost and 
arrangements needed for planting of a tree on the green by the entrance to the Village Hall car park.   

 Incorrect Cycle path sign: a member of the public reported that the cycle sign at the entrance to Plantation 
Wood was pointing in the wrong direction.  Jill would ask Dan to change it. 

9. Highways  

 Geoff agreed to report the very dangerous failure of the road edge along Black Ditch Lane leading to Dale 
Farm.  Cones have been removed by unknown persons and the drop is invisible to motorists and cyclists 
when rain fills the gap. 

10. Community matters:  

 Diane will research booking of the playing fields for Saturday June 4th for the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.  

11. Planning 

 Elena provided a Powerpoint presentation of current planning issues and recent decisions by Dacorum. 

 The rejected application regarding Honeysuckle Barn 21/0358 FUL and 21/01696 FHA is going to appeal. 
Council felt that they had nothing useful to add to the submissions already given.  Result of the appeal is 
awaited. 

12. Finance 

Documents and schedules had been circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.  Copies were displayed to 
the meeting as the proposals were considered.   

 It Was Resolved that the Council ratifies receipts and payments made since the last meeting as schedule. 

 JD reported on forecast income and expenditure for the year against budget.   

 JD presented a statement of reserves and a statement of income and expenditure to date against budget. 

 Council noted a letter sent from the Chair to the Internal Auditor confirming the publication and date of the 
Notice of Public Rights. 

 Council considered the report of the Internal Auditor – the auditor had no recommendations. 

 Council reviewed the effectiveness of Internal Audit  

 Jack reported that he had reviewed the Parish Web Site and that it conformed to Transparency Rules 

 Council approved a New Bank Mandate to include Elena and Geoff as signatories and remove John Newman 
in the form attached. 

 The level of fidelity guarantee insurance (June renewal) was reviewed and confirmed 

13. County and Borough Councillors 

 Cllr Riddick reported that he would be attending an event at the Observatory down New Church Lane the 
following Saturday. 

14. Forthcoming meetings 

  Council considered the frequency of meetings in the parish and, following a suggestion from Diane, agreed 
that a monthly meeting could improve the continuity and involvement of the councillors in planning and 
other issues. It was agreed that meetings would be scheduled for the first Monday of each month to deal 
with matters as they arose, but only every third meeting would require reports from all councillors. 

Meeting closed at 9.05 p.m. 

 

Signed: Chair 

2021 PC Meeting Dates 

 
Month Date  Time Venue 

November  Monday 1st 19.30 Church Hall 

December  Monday 6th 19.30 Church Hall 

January 2022 Monday 10th 19.30 Church Hall 

February 2022 Monday 7th 19.30 Church Hall 

March 2022  Monday 7th  19.30 Church Hall 

April 2022 Monday 4th  19.30 Church Hall 

May 2022 APM and APCM Friday 20th 20.00 Village Hall 

 


