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FLAUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Flaunden Church Room 

Monday 15 February 2022 - 7.30 p.m.  

 
MINUTES 

 
Councillors: Vivienne Adams (Chairman), Elena Moya, Jill Saunders, Geoff Allen, Diane Wass 
Attendees:   Dacorum Borough Cllrs Stewart Riddick, Gbola Adeleke, Jack Debnam (Clerk), 

10 Members of the Public 
 
1. Apologies for Absence:  

 County Cllr Richard Roberts  

2. Declaration of Personal Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:   

 None received. 

3. Public Questions:    

4. Approval of Minutes and Matters Arising:  

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 10 January 2021, having been circulated to councillors 
before the meeting, were approved with no matters arising.    

5. Chair: 

 Annual Easter Hunt – It was agreed to hold the Annual Easter Hunt and Vivienne will buy Easter Eggs as 
usual 

 Retirement of Cllr Diane Wass – Vivienne reported with sadness that Diane had decided to step down as 
a Councillor and thanked Diane for her considerable efforts for the Council. Jack explained that a volunteer had 
come forward offering to be considered as a councillor. It was agreed that Jack would advertise the impending 
vacancy on the village email. 

6. Clerk: 

 Delegated Powers – Jack explained the background to such powers but advised the matter would need 
to be deferred to the next meeting as he had had insufficient time to deal properly with the paperwork.  

 Bus Shelter – Jack proposed the acquisition of a bus shelter to be sited over the bench at the bus stop on 
Hogpits.  After discussion, it was clear that the idea did not have support. It was suggested that improving the 
facilities at the play area near the Village Hall might be a better use of funds. Diane suggested that more inclusive 
equipment might be added to the existing installation to make the play area more accessible. 

7. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 Vivienne explained the planned timetable for the event.  Andy Boniface, chair of the Jubilee Committee, 
reported that a licence for the event had now been obtained.  Vivienne revealed plans to present all children in 
the village with a commemorative coin or mug, and the likely cost was discussed. Vivienne to provide a detailed 
costing to the Clerk. 

8. Environment  

 Motorbikes on Bridleways – Jill reported on incidences of motorbikes using the bridleway by the 
Observatory. There had been discussions on whether barriers or speed deterrents might be introduced but 
safety requirements seemed to prevent all options.  Residents are urged to report any incidences to the Police 
and the matter would remain under review.  

 Felled Oak on BW1 – Jill reported on the general dismay at the felling of a mature oak on bridleway 1 
near Hogpits Bottom. Elena had contacted the tree surgeons responsible who confirmed that the owner of the 
land planned to apply to for development on the property. It was confirmed that the action was legal despite 
being reprehensible. 

 Jubilee Tree – Purchase of the Rowan tree is in hand and planting will be arranged soon. Cost will be less 
than £300 and is covered by a Queen’s Green Canopy grant that has been pre-approved. The Village Hall will 
consider how best to protect the tree against cars that park on the verge and vandals. 

 Footpaths – Cyclists have been observed using the footpath through Lower Plantation Wood and access 
has been created by breaking the fence to the right of the kissing gate on Flaunden Lane.  Jill had tried to contact 
Dale Farm who owned the land adjacent to the fence but with no success. It was agreed that Jill would arrange 
repair of the fence with the caveat that barbed wire would not be appropriate for safety reasons. 

 Jubilee Bench – Jill now has the plaque for the bench and will arrange for it to be installed. 
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 Bridle Way 1 – Clayton Rae has promised to inspect the path accompanied by a contractor, and to make 
such repairs as may be necessary. Clayton considers that the path is very narrow for a bridleway and he plans to 
consult with the landowner on the possibility of cutting back the vegetation to widen the path. 

9. Highways  

 Flooding outside Flaunden Stable entrance - Geoff is chasing the authorities on a permanent solution to 
the problem.  He is aware that Richard Roberts may have influence and some budget to help.  

 Signpost at Hogpits crossroads – The damage to the signpost and the Stop Valve marker have been 
reported and are in the hands of Herts Highways. Geoff will monitor progress. 

 New Owner of Land in Plantation Wood – Alex Michaels has been in touch and would like to involve the 
village in coppicing the wood.  He invites villagers who would like to learn the art, to join him on Saturday 26 Feb. 
Geoff will draft a Notice and Diane will send out on the village email. 

 Dropped kerb on Flaunden Lane near Dale Farm – Herts Highways have been advised but consider the 
matter to be non-urgent. Geoff will continue to monitor the situation. Discussion followed on the sorry state of 
the ditches along Flaunden Lane, which in past years would have helped with flooding problems. 

10. Planning 

 Elena provided an extended Powerpoint presentation of current planning issues and recent decisions by 
Dacorum. The problems of Old Oak were discussed in some detail with David Imroth from the floor providing 
useful background.  

 Old Village Hall, 87 Flaunden, Flaunden (21/04741/FHA) Construction of single storey front and rear 
extensions It was agreed that the PC recommend refusal 

 Old Village Hall, 87 Flaunden, Flaunden (21/04741/FHA) RE-CONSULTATION: Construction of single 
storey front and rear extensions (amended/additional information received) It was agreed that the PC 
recommend refusal 

 The Old Oak, Hogpits Bottom, Flaunden (Enforcement Appeal: APP/A1910/C/22/3290614)  - It was 
agreed to seek consultants advice - £500 budget allocated. 

 Glendale Farm, Flaunden Bottom, Flaunden (22/00003/FUL) - Construction of an agricultural livestock 
building - It was agreed to seek consultant’s advice should it go to Development Management Committee - 
£500 budget allocated – Elena was authorised to instruct the consultant. 

 Thanks were offered to Elena for her continued excellent reporting and efforts with the planning issues 
on behalf of the parish.  

11. Finance 

Documents and schedules had been circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.  

 Jack reported on the forecast of Income & Expenditure for the current year compared to budget, which 
indicated a surplus for the year.  

 The meeting reviewed Receipts and Payments since the last meeting and It Was Resolved to ratify 
payments made since the last meeting. 

 Jack explained the new internal auditor arrangements offered by HAPTC. Terms of Reference for the 
audit service had been circulated and It Was Resolved to approve the Terms of Reference and appoint 
Hertfordshire Internal Audit service as Internal Auditor to the council for this year 2021-22 and a further two 
years.   

 Budgets were reviewed and It Was Resolved that where expenditure exceeded budget this could be 
funded from under-budgeted areas and reserves as required. 

 It Was Resolved to approve the internal Audit plan unchanged. 

 It Was Resolved to approve the annual Risk Assessment 

 It Was Resolved to approve the Financial Regulations unchanged.   

11.7 Fixed Asset Register – Jill had reviewed the register and confirmed it to be correct. Jill considered that 
three of the Village Gateways were in need of some paint and she will arrange this with the Village Warden. It 
was noted that the gateway adjacent to the Bricklayers Arms car park was rotten at the base of one leg,and 
would need either replacing or repairing soon. 

12. County and Borough Councillors 

 Stuart said that he had little to report but complimented the council on a well-run meeting.  
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13. Footballers – before the meeting closed a discussion started on the problems of footballers and their supporters 
taking over the car parking at the village hall.  Efforts to get them to leave space for users of the hall have been met 
with rude and aggressive behaviour. Various solutions were offered but no decision was reached. 

 

Meeting closed at 21:20 p.m. 

 

 

Signed: Chair 

Forthcoming PC Meeting Dates 

 
Month Date  Time Venue 

March 2022  Monday 14th  19.30 Church Hall 

April 2022 Monday 11th  19.30 Church Hall 

May 2022 APM and APCM Friday 20th 20.00 Village Hall 

 


