FLAUNDEN VILLAGE
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Friday 21st May 2021, 8.00 p.m.
in the Village Hall

MINUTES
Attendees:
Vivienne Adams (Chairman)

Also present : Jack Debnam (Acting Clerk and RFO),
Cllrs. Jill Saunders, Diane Wass, Elena Moya, Geoff Allen. Village Warden Colin Gurney and 20 members of the
public

1 Approval of Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held on 17t May 2019
Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.

2 Annual Accounts
RFO Jack Debnam reported on the Annual Accounts (attached)

3 Chairman's Report
Parish Council Chairman Vivienne Adams gave the Chairman's Annual Report (attached).
Jill Saunders presented Vivienne with flowers as a thankyou for her hard work during the year.

4 Peter Scribens Salver Award - Chair Vivienne Adams presented the award to Terry and Pam Esom
(see attached citation).

5 Flaunden Flyer Report
Jane Duncan (Chair of the Flaunden Flyer Committee) gave her report (attached).

7 Public Questions
No questions

Meeting closed at 8.30 p.m.
Attached :

Chairman's Report

Flaunden Flyer Report

Peter Scribens Salver citation
Annual Accounts



Chairman’s Report for the Year 2020 — 2021

It is really lovely to be able to have a real live meeting tonight after a year of virtual Zoom meetings. |
welcome all of you, new residents and old.

This is my eighteenth annual report.

Once again Coronavirus has affected this PC year. Since the last annual meetings on 17" May 2019 all
meetings have been virtual Zoom meetings online, so this is a very long awaited live hall meeting.

Your Parish Councillors this year have continued to be Pam Esom, John Newman, Jill Saunders, Diane
Wass and myself. Jack Debnam is the Clerk and the Responsible Financial Officer and we are very
grateful that Diane has supported the Clerk’s role and that Jo Weil continues to act as advisor to the PC.

Each Parish Councillor has an area of responsibility, for which they work diligently during the year.

John Newman - Highways
Pam Esom - Planning

Jill Saunders - Environment
Diane Wass — Community

For Highways, John has continued to liaise with Herts Highways to try and get resolutions to the many
highways problems. The same old issues continue to be potholes, speeding traffic, verge erosion etc.

*Hogpits Bottom and part of Flaunden Lane were top dressed.

* The unnamed road from the church to the observatory was given the name Old Church Lane, with a
smart new sign.

* The continued flooding problem at the beginning of Old Church Lane was solved by tarmacking the
first section up to the garden of The Knoll and substantially clearing the drain near the entrance to the
church car park.

*Thanks to Councillor Richard Roberts and his Highways budget the surface of Flaunden Bottom was
very well upgraded all along the Hertfordshire end of the road. But sadly Buckinghamshire has still not
upgraded its end! At the same time “The Beach”, at the bottom of Flaunden Hill near the Quarry
entrance was cleared of all the washed up gravel, sand and stones.

* The flooding in Birch Lane, commonly known as “The Moat” still needs to be addressed.
*The overhanging trees down Flaunden Hill were checked by Herts Highways and reported safe.
These are some of the Highways jobs this year.

John, thank you for the superb and entertaining Powerpoint presentation you gave us as your final
report in January, listing the many issues that had been dealt with during your time as a councillor. We
appreciate all your hard work and perseverance in dealing with all the Highways issues and for liaising
with and getting Richard Roberts support and help over the last 16 years. Thank you so very much, John.

e For Planning, This year there have been at least 34 planning applications, amendments and appeals
for Pam to deal with, all digital on the Dacorum planning website.

e  For every planning application that comes in Pam liaises with the appropriate Dacorum Planning
Officers, sometimes meeting with them. She then prepares background information to help the PC
with the decision making process. These applications are then discussed at our PC meetings and
Pam then formulates the response that goes to Dacorum.



Pam has also liaised with Dacorum on appeals and enforcement issues around the village. She has also
been extremely diligent in reporting the flouting of planning approvals, which is a continual problem.

| thank Pam for liaising with our Dacorum Councillors, Stewart Riddick, Gbola Adeleke and Graham
Marshall and often the Enforcement team as well as the Planning Department. And | thank our Dacorum
Borough Councillors for their support during the year. We are also very grateful to Linda Inchenco and Jo
Weil who have supported Pam with complex and problematical applications & appeals. Thank you Jo
and Linda.

The planning role is a particularly time consuming one. We thank you Pam for all your diligence and
expertise with the digital plans, for keeping us all up to date with new planning regulations and for all
your hard work throughout the year. Thank you so very much Pam.

For the Environment, Jill is our expert on the natural environment of Flaunden, animal, vegetable and
mineral! She reports to Dacorum any problems with our network of footpaths & bridleways, such as
broken kissing gates, overgrown greenery and blocked paths.

Some of the jobs Jill has done this year are:

*QOrganising hedge cutting of F11 where it is unclear who owns the land and ensuring hedges are not cut
during the nesting season. This includes organising for the cutting of the church hedge round the
dangerous corner in the road.

*Reporting overgrown footpaths and liaising with Colin, our village warden to cut back the vegetation.

*There is no more funding for footpaths & bridleways through the £1000 Parish Paths Partnership grant
(known as PPP). This grant was given annually “to improve, promote and/or enhance public rights of
way”. The PC now has to pay for this work so Jill arranges quotations and liaises with Dacorum for
support for some costly tasks.

*Responding to reports of fallen trees/branches and reporting to Dacorum.
*The litter blitz has been deferred so far this year due to Coronavirus.
*Reporting fly tipping which is an all too common occurrence.

Continuing thanks go to Clayton Rae, who is based at Dacorum and manages the local DBC footpaths
and bridleways and is always ready & willing to give support and advice if it is needed. | would also like
to thank Keith O’Hara who mends our kissing gates and Michael and Leo at Acorn Cottage who
organised and funded the beautifully restored street sign on the corner of their garden. Thank you.

Thank you lill for your hard work, for sharing your knowledge about the environment with us and your
diligence in organising and doing some of the many jobs that need doing. We are all very grateful to you.
Thank you Jill.

For the Community, Diane Wass manages Flaunden Care, checks the crime rates and reports on
community events.

Diane administers the email noticeboard and the Village website. The Parish Council section includes
dates of forthcoming meetings, copies of meeting Agenda, Finances, Minutes and also the chairman’s
annual report! There is also a section with links to local planning applications.

Diane has:

* Reported on crime figures. A sudden recent rise in criminal activity after a pleasing lack of problems. 5
incidents had been reported in the Flaunden area. The most common MO for burglary incidents is to



enter a property from the rear after gaining access through a side gate. So if possible bolt your side
gates!

*Reported on local efforts to support the community through Covid19. With the emphasis to offer
support through the Flaunden Care system and to advise on local food and delivery services.

*Reported the progress of vaccinations within the area and praised the efforts of support staff and care
workers.

*Reported on the progress of the improvements to the VH. We are all very grateful for the huge amount
of voluntary work being done by David Imroth, Dave Taylor and Andy Boniface to redecorate and
refurbish the hall following the installation of the insulation and air conditioning units. Thank you David,
Dave and Andy and anyone else who has supported them.

*Diane reported on the sad news of the death of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 9t of April. The PC
responded sympathetically and properly with formal statements of condolence to the Queen and by
ringing the church bells 99 times on the day of the funeral.

*Diane also commented on how good it was to see our 2 village pubs open again and stressed the
importance of supporting local businesses.

Diane, we all greatly appreciate your enthusiastic and expert involvement in all aspects of the
Community. Thank you also for supporting Jack so proficiently in clerking the PC and for reliably and
regularly updating us all. Thank you Diane.

| thank Jack, our Clerk and Financial Officer for being so diligent and knowledgeable in looking after the
parish council’s finances this year and for providing us with and explaining the accounts so clearly. And
we are so grateful for all the very hard work you put in as our very competent Clerk, for supporting us all
and for keeping us all up to date with regulations and information and very importantly for being so kind
and supporting us all. We all greatly appreciate what you are doing. Thank you Jack.

*The Flaunden Flyer is now nineteen years old and has produced 72 issues. Thank you everyone who
contributes articles to the Flyer, whether on a regular basis or as a one off. It’s lovely to see articles
written and illustrated by the young and the old. Continued congratulations go to the Flyer team for
providing all villagers & friends of the village with an ever more superbly presented magazine. Thank you
Flyer Team, very well done.

Due to Covid 19 there were no events, such as the Easter egg hunt and litter blitz this year.

We continue to use the Village Email Noticeboard to update residents with information from the Parish
Council. If you are not already included on the email distribution list, please contact the Clerk.

As ever we are extremely grateful to our Village Warden, Colin Gurney. He continues to deliver an
excellent job keeping the Village looking good, He can be seen regularly going round the village litter
picking, cleaning road signs, removing debris and fallen trees or branches, clearing the areas around the
village gates and digging out the grips which run into the ditches.

Colin, we all really appreciate and value your efforts and support. Thank you so very much for all you
do.

We really welcome all villagers, new and old to our meetings. Members of the public are entitled to
come to all our meetings. Indeed we want to let you know what is happening and also we want to hear
your concerns or of course your gratitude! So please do come.

| thank Herts County Councillor Richard Roberts & our 3 Dacorum Councillors, Gbola Adeleke, Stewart
Riddick and Graham Barrett who are always an enormous support throughout the year. Congratulations
to Stewart who has been appointed Mayor of Dacorum for this year.



Once again | give all the Parish Councillors and our Clerk great thanks and enormous appreciation for all
their many contributions this year towards the welfare of the village and our community. We are a great
team. Thank you all.

But now it’s time for a change. Sadly Pam and John are retiring after both serving the community so
efficiently and steadfastly for 16 years.

But fortunately we are lucky to have 2 new recruits. Elena Moya and Geoff Allen are joining the team.
Elena will take over responsibility for Planning and Geoff will be Highways. | thank Pam and John for
handing over Planning and Highways so efficiently by assisting and supporting them in understanding
the 2 roles.

Flaunden is very lucky to have so many talented, kind, caring people who give their time willingly for
the benefit of us all, including Rev. Ruth Boughton, the worthy recipient of the Peter Scribens Silver
Salver in 2019 for her outstanding support to all residents of Flaunden. Ruth retired this year and now
we welcome Brian and Peggy Ludlow as our new ministers. They have already made themselves part of
our community. Thank you both.

Due to Covid we weren’t able to present the salver to anyone for 2020, so it has been engraved with
2020 — Covid 19.

Each year we are grateful for the ease with which we are able to choose the next worthy recipient.

Thank you to everyone in Flaunden who helps to make our village the special place that it is. Thank you.



Flaunden Flyer Annual Report, 21 May 2021

The Flaunden Flyer is emerging relatively unscathed from Covid-19, with just one of our team of
five having contracted the virus (now fully recovered), our outgoings up only slightly and our
income marginally reduced overall. Not bad after such a dire year globally!

Our printing costs, due to having to engage a new printer a year ago, increased by £136
annually, and the free advertising space offered to all our advertisers in the Summer 2020 issue
lost us £215 in revenue. However, this gesture was much appreciated by all and coincided with
a surprise donation of £100 from a former villager as a very generous thank you.

Overall, our profit for the year was just £18, which was unusually low for the magazine, but,
given the context of last year, was nothing to be concerned about. We lost a couple of
advertisers, but gained a few too, so our income for this coming year will be about the same.
Having not increased our rates for two years, there will be a small increase this autumn.
Generally, we are pleased with the quality from our new(ish) printers, and their quick
turnaround time fits in well with our production and distribution schedule.

We still have reserves of £874, which we have not yet decided how to spend, but will consider
projects and ideas when they arise. The accounts are available to anyone who wishes to peruse
them in detail.

Pam Dawson retired from the team last year after several years keeping minutes of our
meetings and organising distribution. We thank her for her dedication, artistic flair and
organisation skills. We were delighted to welcome Mandy Hemmings as her replacement. All
meetings for some time have been via Zoom, but we look forward to our first face-to-face
meeting with the whole team next week.

We always put a lot of thought into our front covers, and we are particularly proud of the cover
from the Summer 2020 issue. We asked the children from the village to paint NHS rainbows of
hope, and the result was a beautiful two-sided photomontage of 16 of these lovely pictures.

Not wishing to blow our own trumpets ... but we are pleased to continue to achieve our target
of providing a self-funding, quarterly free magazine to Flaunden residents (and a few former
villagers) that is informative, interesting and entertaining. Thank you to our team, our
contributors and our advertisers.

Jane Duncan
Editor/Chair
21 May 2021



Award of the Peter Scribens Memorial Salver 2021

It is with great pleasure again this year that I make the annual award of the Peter
Scribens Memorial Salver.

The Parish Council presents this award each year to a villager who takes an active
part in the life of the community, as a commemoration to the life of Peter
Scribens. He was a committed resident of Flaunden. One of his hobbies was the
wellbeing of this village hall.

This award wasn't made in 2020 due to Coronavirus restrictions, but the salver has
been engraved with 2020 Covid19.

This year the salver is being awarded to 2 people who have always been very
committed fo the life and welfare of the village.

Over the many years they have lived in Flaunden they have attended, helped
organise and been involved with many of the village activities run by The PCC, The
Friends, The Village Hall Committee and the Parish Council. These events include
safari suppers, ferret racing, quizzes, Pimms evenings, coffee mornings, Xmas
Fayres, Christian Aid lunches, Easter egg treasure hunts, French and Italian food
tastings, Budapest Café evenings and many more. Some were fund raising events
and some not. They have catered for and hosted, they have run the bars, and been
a wonderful support to the community.

One of them was the secretary of The Friends for many years and was great at
climbing ladders to help put up the Easter decorations here in the village hall. The
other one always got up early on Easter Saturday morning to help me hang up the
numbered eggs round the village for the Easter Egg Treasure Hunt and was also a
super elf, helping Santa at the Christmas Fayres! These are just a few examples
of their support for our village.

Terry and Pam I am proud to be able to award the Peter Scribens salver to you
tonight for your thorough dedication and support of all aspects of the life of the
village.

Please come forward and accept it.

Vivienne



